
 

Beaumont–Salina Trailhead 
A Journey Through Salt Mining and Early Settlement in the Hocking Valley 

Salt: A Resource That Shaped a Region 

For thousands of years, salt has been essential to human life, used for preserving food, treating 
wounds, tanning hides, and enabling trade. In southeastern Ohio, salt shaped not only daily 
survival but also the development of entire communities. 

Throughout the Hocking Valley, early residents often discovered saltwater brine while drilling 
wells. In this part of Ohio, the salt did not need to be dissolved from rock deposits. Instead, 
naturally occurring brine was brought to the surface and either boiled or evaporated to produce 
salt. To refine it further, workers added blood, milk, or tallow to the boiling brine, a process that 
caused impurities to rise to the top, where they were skimmed off to yield a purer product. 

Some of this salt supported local farms and towns; some traveled by river and canal to supply 
the growing meat-packing industries of Ohio’s early cities. 

 

Salt and the First Settlers 

For the earliest European settlers of the Hocking Valley, salt was a prized commodity, 
sometimes selling for as much as six dollars per bushel in the early 1800s. Before local sources 
were developed, settlers traveled miles on horseback to reach salt works in places such as 
Muskingum County or the Salt Creek area of Jackson County. 

Reliable access to salt was essential for preserving meat through the winter, and improving 
access to it shaped travel routes, trade, and early settlement patterns. 

 

Salina: A Community Built on Brine 

The name Salina, derived from the Latin word for salt, reflects the strong ties this place once 
had to salt production. The 1883 History of Hocking Valley describes the early brine operations 
here and the role they played in drawing people into the region. 

Nearby Beaumont, originally known as Tyler, developed alongside Salina as part of this growing 
industrial landscape. Although its early history centers on salt, Beaumont later became known 
as a training ground for the Ohio National Guard. Early 20th-century accounts, including those 
written by historian Cyrus Moore, describe regular encampments and drills held here. 



 

The salt industry was dealt a devastating blow in 1873, when a major flood damaged the salt 
works and submerged mine shafts throughout the area. Combined with the rise of the railroad 
and the decline of the canal system, salina-based salt production faded rapidly after this event. 

 

A Landscape Transformed: Railroads, Bridges, and Growth 

By the late 19th century, the focus of development had shifted from salt to transportation. In 
1875, much of the land surrounding Salina belonged to Milbury M. Greene, a central figure in 
the creation of the Columbus & Hocking Valley Railroad. The arrival of the railroad helped bind 
local communities more closely to regional and national markets, accelerating growth in towns 
along its route. 

One enduring feature of this era is the Beaumont Bridge, which spans the Hocking River near 
the former settlement. More than simply a way across the river, the bridge symbolizes a period 
of rapid change linking farms, mines, rail lines, and communities in new ways. 

Historic plat maps from 1875 show how land ownership, industry, and transportation reshaped 
the Hocking Valley, transforming rural settlements like Beaumont and Salina into nodes of a 
larger, interconnected region. 

 

Explore and Discover 

As you walk the Hockhocking Adena Bike way near the  Beaumont–Salina trail head, you are 
moving through a landscape shaped by centuries of work, ingenuity, and adaptation. Beneath 
your feet lie the traces of ancient brine deposits, early salt furnaces, transportation corridors, 
and the changing lives of settlers and workers who called this valley home. 

Take a moment to imagine the hiss of boiling brine, the creak of heavily laden canal boats, and 
the rhythmic clatter of newly laid railroad tracks. Each echoes the story of a region transformed, 
from a remote settlement on the frontier to a thriving part of Ohio’s industrial heartland. 

 

Sources & Inspirations 

This interpretive content draws on regional histories including: 

●​ History of Hocking Valley, Ohio (Inter-State Publishing Co., 1883)​
 

●​ The Centennial Atlas of Athens County, ed. Fred W. Bush (1905)​
 



 

●​ Works by Elizabeth Beatty & Marjorie Stone, Robert L. Daniel, and F.M. Chase​
 

●​ Local archival materials in the W.E. Peters Papers and the Southeast Ohio History 
Center 

 

 


