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Historic River Paddle Invites Community to Explore America's Founding Waterways
During Muskingum 250 Celebration

ZANESVILLE, Ohio — Rural Action’s subprogram Appalachian Understories and Combat to
Kayaks invite the public to experience history from the water during the Trailblazers & Founders
Memorial Installation Celebration on Saturday, July 4, from noon to approximately 3:30 p.m.

This guided canoe paddle offers participants the opportunity to travel the historic Licking and
Muskingum rivers, retracing waterways that shaped the exploration, settlement, and development
of early Ohio Country. Participants will meet at Restoration Park in downtown Zanesville, be
transported to the launch location at Dillon Falls, and will take-out back at Restoration Park.

All are welcome to attend, regardless of boat experience, and canoes, paddles, and life jackets
will be available, though reservations (link below) are required. The paddle will last
approximately 2.5 depending on water levels and participant experience.

Along the route, participants will hear stories about the formation of the United States and
discover how Indigenous peoples, pioneers, explorers, and settlers relied on these rivers as vital
corridors during the nation's founding era.

The program is presented in partnership with Combat to Kayaks, a Zanesville-based 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization dedicated to serving veterans while strengthening communities through
outdoor recreation and conservation.

"This paddle offers a unique opportunity to experience history from the same waterways that
connected people, cultures, and communities more than 200 years ago," said Madison Donohue,
Education and Culture manager for Appalachian Understories. "By combining historical
storytelling with time on the river, participants gain a deeper appreciation for the role these
waterways played in shaping our region and our nation."



The event is part of the Muskingum 250 Trailblazers & Founders Memorial Installation
Celebration, commemorating the people and places that helped shape the early history of
Muskingum County and the United States.

Event Details:
e Date: Saturday, July 4
e Time: Noon to approximately 3:30 p.m.
e Meeting Location: Restoration Park, 252 Muskingum Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
e Launch Location: Dillon Falls, 3095 Dillon Falls Road, Zanesville, OH 43701
e Take-Out Location: Restoration Park, 252 Muskingum Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701

The program is free to attend, but advance registration is required. Registration can be completed
at AppalachianUnderstories.com or by visiting https://bit.ly/3SJb6gP.

This program is supported in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities.
"Democracy demands wisdom."” — National Endowment for the Humanities

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this program do not
necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

About Appalachian Understories:

Appalachian Understories is a social enterprise within Rural Action’s Environmental Education
program. Appalachian Understories celebrates the natural and cultural heritage of Appalachian

Ohio through guided tours and community-centered outdoor experiences that provide a sense of
place, preserve cultural knowledge, benefit human well-being, and stimulate the local economy.

Learn more at www.appalachianunderstories.com.
About Rural Action:

Rural Action is a member-based nonprofit organization based in Appalachian Ohio. Its mission
is to build a more just economy by developing the region’s assets in environmentally, socially
and economically sustainable ways. Learn more at www.ruralaction.org.
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